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NEWSLETTER No. 07 March 19" 2009

Hi everyone

SCHOOL COUNCIL NEWS

At Tuesday’s AGM, Craig Caughey was re-elected as School Council President. Craig has already
filled this position for 4 years and agreed to take it on again. Personally, | am thrilled about this, as he
has been a great support to me, and works very hard on your behalf for the betterment of the school.
Peter Sargent is the new Vice President, with David Brodie re-elected as the Minute Secretary.

Council members have invited Grey Dow to rejoin us as a co-opted Community Member. Grey has
been on Council for a number of years and is an active member of the Resources Subcommittee and
of the Council. He has accepted this nomination, I’'m pleased to say.

We talked about the Federal Government’'s money targeted at school refurbishment and upkeep. At
SPS, we will spend a fair amount of the available funds on refurbishing the Bristol to make it more
user-friendly for children and staff (and less of an eye-sore). We will replace the old outdoor seating
near the front courts. The portable is also due for painting, and we will be able to paint the timber bits
on the outside of the main building to freshen it up and to tie our colour scheme together. Principals
were given a week to come up with a list of projects and trade guotes. The application had to be
finalised by 5.00pm yesterday! However, it is great to be able to get these jobs done, to provide some
employment in the area, and to not have to dip into our school funds.

The Annual Report was tabled at the meeting for Council approval. This report will be available on the
school’'s website, or you may collect a hard copy from the office. It details the school's achievements
and challenges in 2008.

BULLY BUSTERS

It was good to see a crowd at the Bully Busters’ Parent Evening last Monday. Those who attended
went away with a clear understanding of the hows and whys of bullying behaviour, and some ideas to
try with their children when problems arise. We have some copies of the Parent Handbook at the office
if you would like to borrow a copy.

We do not have a significant ‘bully’ problem at our school. Sometimes individual children come to
school and make other children feel unhappy. There are also others who come to school and have
difficulty playing in a group or joining a game in a positive way. However, throughout life, your children
will meet situations like this — especially once they are at high school or out in the world as
independent young adults. It is important they have developed some skills in dealing with people they
don’t like (or are intimidated by) by then. Building their social skills and resilience is the best armour we
can give them — and the school certainly cannot do this alone.

Some of the important things to keep in mind are:

e There is a difference between mean behaviour (isolated incidents) and bullying — bullying is
when one or more people exert power over another by hurtful means. It may be physical or
verbal, cyber-based, gesture-based or exclusionist behaviour that happens again and again

e It is important to keep a sense of perspective when you listen to your child: believe them and
affirm that their feelings are hurt, but also acknowledge that there are usually two sides to any
story. In real bullying situations, the target has usually been innocent, but may be presenting
him/herself in a way that encourages the bullying. Giving your child some new ways of doing
things may be a way to stopping a situation getting to the serious point

¢ Children who bully others can often be encouraged to stop once they understand how they are
making the other person feel. It is important to encourage your child to build an ‘emotional
vocabulary’ so that they can express how they feel, and so they can have a deeper
understanding of the feelings of others

e Targets of bullying usually need adult help to make the bullying stop. Please call the school and
make a time to talk if you are concerned about your child

The student sessions will be followed up in class to reinforce the learning.
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EASTER HATS

The SRC have requested that we have the annual Easter Hat Parade again this year. The
parade will be on the last day of term (3rd April) just after 9.00am. Children will be making
hats at school. They are encouraged to bring along some special bits'n’bobs from home to
make these hats more creative and beautiful. As in past years, we will have the HAT
COUTURE section for those creations made at home. Often families work together to create
something extra special for this category of the parade.

Parents are very welcome to come along to the parade, and very welcome to come ‘be-hatted’ too! We
can easily add in the Best Parent Hat category. We hope you can join us

FOOTBALL TIPPING
If you would like to enter our tipping competition this season, please select your

winners for the 22 rounds. €ress—eut the team you believe will lose each match.

Name your sheet clearly and hand into the office, with $20 entry, by 4.00pm on Thursday

(26™ March). Late entries cannot be accepted as Round 1 starts that night. BE IN TO

WIN! Regular updates will be published so you can track your progress. The prize pool is
60% of the entry money received. Last year's first prize was over $200.
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Term 1: Dates to Remember

Tuesday, 24™ March Prep-2 excursion to Caughey’
Friday, 3" April Easter Hat Parade
Last Day of Term 1 (2.30pm dismissal)
Term 2: Monday, 20" April School resumes — Term 2
Dance program commences
Thursday, 23" April Prep/1 BBQ —3.30-5.30pm
Friday, 24" April Grade 2 Sleepover at school 7.00pm-8.00am
Saturday, 25™ April ANZAC DAY — Parade

@ OYOU CAN DO | FSamuA WewvirdddSChloe Cummins were our weekly winners for
ﬂ ‘ t heir * g eWelldone,didsddr beinggole models around the school!

Students of the Week
Prep/1 Jom Walkington For demonstrating confidence and leadership in
technology sessions.
1/2 Alannah Furmston For excellent presentation of her work.
Fergus Pinnuck Excellent organisational skills.
3/4 Ashleigh Carter Ashleigh has been highly organised, listening in class.
Well done, Ashleigh.
4/5 Louis Pinnuck For being organised and always getting his work finished
on time.
Britney Dahmes For being confident and fitting in well with class life.
5/6 Micky Brian For being a confident user of mathletics in / out of
classroom.
Troy Thomas For trying really hard with his spelling/tables folder.
Maths Scott Randall Making a concerted effort to apply his knowledge and
Award skills to his Maths activities.




NO RAIN

|l tds been 12 years sinnce we | ast had ra
And i tds caus adonmuchrpaif ar mer

Our school yard is all dusty and dry, rﬁ
And it brings a tear to our eye.

Our oval has big prickles,

And when you fall over it hurts and tickles.

The Koalas and Kangaroos are struggling too, \\\
Th e y daoking for water and for food.

Our poor garden plants are so upset,

I think we need to take them to the Vet.

So |l etds cross our sfingers and our toe

And hope rain comes soon so we can use our water hose.
By Micky Brian

Parents and Fri end

The P & F meeting was great this week. We have organised the chocolate
orders which sent were off this afternoon. Bulb orders are due back by
next Thursday. So what is going on in term 2 and how can you help? We
are having a $2 Mothers Day stall. For those new to our school the children
bring along $2 to purchase a gift for Mum. All details will be sent out
closer to each event. A shopping trip is planned for the 20th June so ask
everyone. We will be holding a wood raffle and sending home the Sock It
to You order forms. Sock It to You has Socks, thermal clothing, gloves,
baby product s, cards & wrapping
more items.

We look forward to seeing you all at the next P & F meeting which will be
on the 27" April at 9.30am, following assembly. Have a great week.

Michelle Wyatt ~ Paula Hansen Geraldine Caughey Paula Coburn
58745294 58682328 58745595 58745550
wyattsfarm@bigpond.com


http://www.austractorpulls.org/

P.E. & HEALTH PROGRAM
P.E. & HEALTH PROGRAM

The students in grades 3 to 6 will be busy for the last 3 weeks this term completing the Australian
Fitness Education Award (AFEA). This program focuses on individual fitness, flexibility and co —
ordination. The aim for all students is to improve on their own performance over time. The testing will
be conducted at the beginning and end of each school year and will indicate progress in relation to
general fitness. These sessions will be held on Friday afternoons. It is very important that students eat
sensibly on these days and wear suitable footwear so that they can perform to the best of their ability.
Asthma puffers and any other medication that is needed should be brought to school during this
program. If you would like to know more about this program, please contact me. It is a major part of the
Physical Education and Health Assessment for this year and results will be put into Student Special
Books. All student results will remain confidential.

Regards Mr Brodie
Grade 5/6 Teacher

Dress Ups Wanted
The Prep, 1 & 2 classes are in need of new dress ups.
We are asking for donations of suitable clean second -
hand clothing, high heels, bags, beads etc. , old
bridesmaid dresses and anything else you might have
that you think our junior children would enjoy using.

Thanking You
Larissa and Carole

Community News.....

vacto pull

Waaia Modified Tractor Pull
Saturday 28 ™ March 2009
Waaia Bearii Road Waaia

(5km north of Waaia)
Gates open 2pm, Action starts 3pm
$20 Adults over 18 years
Aged pensioners $10
Kids - gold coin entry

BYO chairs, No BYO alcohol, no glass

Strathmerton Girl Guides

The Strathmerton Girl Guides will be learning how to use a compass on Tuesday 24 March 2009.
New girls wishing to join Strathmerton Girl Guides can phone Tanji on 5874 5483 for further
information. Meetings are held on Tuesdays during school terms from 4:00pm to 5:30pm at the
Strathmerton Guide Hall, Patrick St, Strathmerton.



