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Ph: 58745295 Fax: 58745537 

Email: Strathmerton.ps@education.vic.gov.au 

2025 Dates to Remember 

➢ Fri 28th Mar 

Crazy Hair and Out of 

Uniform Day 

➢ Mon 31st Mar 

Pupil free Day 

➢ Wed 2nd Apr 

➢ School Council 7pm  

➢ Thu 3rd Apr 

Easter Hat Parade 9.10am  

➢ Fri 4th Apr 

Last day of Term 1 2.30pm 

Dismissal. Whole School 

Wellbeing Day. 

➢ Tue 22nd Apr 

First day of Term 2.  

➢ Fri 25th Apr 

ANZAC Day Public Holiday 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

Newsletter No.5 

March 27th, 2025 
SPS’s Vision: To prepare young people to be active, engaged and responsible citizens of the local and global 

community. 
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From the Principal’s Desk  

School Review 

This year, SPS needs to undertake a School Review. The School Review focuses on the last four years of 

learning and wellbeing at our school and will pave the way for a new Strategic Plan. Our School Review will 

occur in week 2 and 3 next term. It will include a panel of people – a Review, the Senior Education 

Improvement Leader from Region (Department of Education), two Principals from other schools, our 

School Council President, and myself. Panel members will come and discuss the school’s progress, visit 

classrooms and speak with parents, students and staff about our school.  

The parent forum/discussion group will be hosted between 3-3.30pm on Tuesday 29th April in the new 
library. It’s a great opportunity to provide further feedback and context to the review panel regarding the 
following areas: 

• Engagement opportunities 

• Communication processes and approachability 

• Parent/community voice and partnership. 

All parents/carers are welcomed and encouraged to attend.   

NAPLAN 

Last week, our Year 3 and 5 students successfully completed their NAPLAN testing in the areas of Literacy 

and Numeracy. Results from these tests will be released later in Term 2. As a school, we regularly use 

NAPLAN data when making decisions around how to best target the learning needs of our students. This 

includes targeting individual students who may be behind in their learning, supporting individual students 

who may require extension work, to monitor student growth between Year 3 and Year 5, compare our 

student outcomes against students across state and country, and to ensure our curriculum programs meet 

the needs of all our students.  

Crazy Hair Day 

Reminder tomorrow is Crazy Hair Day. Students can come to school with a crazy hair style and free dress. 

We ask that students bring a gold coin donation, with money collected going towards the Leukemia 

Foundation.  

Pupil Free Day  

Mathematics anxiety and declining attitudes towards maths negatively impacts student learning and limits 

their potential. At SPS, we are trying to create an inclusive and positive mathematics environment to 

support students that are feeling overwhelmed with mathematics. On Monday, all teaching and education 

support staff will attend a mathematics professional learning session with the staff at Numurkah PS. This 

day will help upskill and build staff’s capacities on how to best teach our students mathematics at school. 

Parents can support our efforts in improving student outcomes through the power of talking positively 

about mathematics at home. Please see the flyer attached at the end of the newsletter on ‘How Should We 

Talk About Maths?’ for tips when speaking to your child/ren about mathematics. 

Easter Hat Parade, Open Morning and Pancakes  

Next Thursday, we will be holding our annual Easter Hat Parade with the Kinder students. After the parade 

we will have an open morning, allowing families and friends to visit the classrooms and look at the student 

work. Uniting, our outside hours care, will also be making and selling pancakes for $1 each and opening the 

multi-purpose room showcasing their after-school care program.  

SRC Easter Raffle 



A major fundraiser for our Student Representative Council is the Easter Egg Raffle. We are asking families 

for Easter Egg donations that we can raffle off at our Easter Hat Parade on Thursday 3rd April. Raffle tickets 

have been sent home. Please bring raffle tickets and money back to school by Wednesday.    

Athletics Carnival 

The annual Athletics Carnival with Nathalia, Katunga and Whunghu PS will be held next term on Friday 9th 

May. With the back up day being the following Friday. Students will need to be there by 9.45am to 

assemble prior to the first events. We ask that parents transport their child/ren to and from the sports if 

they can. For those parents/carers who can’t attend, we have organised a bus to deliver students to and 

from the sports. The bus will leave school at 9:00am and return by 2:30pm. Please let Leanne know if you 

wish your child/ren to travel on the bus. Normal before and after school bus runs will occur on Friday for 

students that require it. More information about the day will be released early next term. 

School Council Elections 

I am pleased to announce that we received 4 nominations to fill our 4 vacancies for School Council in 2025, 

therefore an election will not be required. Parent Representative Nominees were: 

• Lisa Bramich (2 year tenure) 

• Michelle Carmody (2 year tenure) 

• Simon Borg (2 year tenure) 

• Kerry Edgar (2 year tenure) 

Congratulations to each of those parents and thank you for nominating for School Council. 

Message from Mrs Mead about her Teaching Excellence Program (TEP) 

Over the term, I have been fortunate to participate in the first Discipline Days of the Teaching Excellence 

Program, held in Melbourne. The focus has been on developing oral language and how we can better teach 

our students to become confident speakers and thoughtful listeners. 

On Tuesday, my cohort of one hundred and fifty like-minded teachers from across Victoria, all passionate 

about education and learning, experienced an inspiring day exploring the value of quality literature and 

storytelling. We examined how language learned through stories helps build a child’s connection to 

themselves and their world. We also discussed the important role of play in learning and worked on 

strategies to incorporate purposeful play into our crowded and, at times, overwhelming curriculum. 

At moments, my own inner six-year-old came out to play. I can’t express how much fun it was to join in 

playing Vets in the ‘home corner’ with the other big kids! This experience provided yet more ideas and 

inspiration for classroom planning. I am now eagerly looking forward to Term Two and the opportunity to 

put my new understanding and skills into practice. 

Jo Paton 

Living In The Past Day F/1 & 1/2/3 



 

Strathmerton Primary School Calendar 2025 

Term 1 

Friday 28th March Crazy Hair and Free Dress Day 

Monday 31st March Pupil Free Day 

Wednesday 2nd April School Council 

Thursday 3rd April Easter Hat Parade 
Pancake morning and Open Classrooms 
Meals on Wheels 

Friday 4th April Last Day Term 1 2.30pm Dismissal 
Wellbeing Day 

Term 2 

Monday 21st April Easter Monday 

Tuesday 22nd April First Day Term 2 

Friday 25th April ANZAC Day Public Holiday 

Monday 28th April School Review Day 1 

Tuesday 29th April School Review Day 2: Fieldwork Day  

Monday 5th May School Review Day 3: Final Panel Day  
Grade 5/6 Camp 

Tuesday 6th May Grade 5/6 Camp 

Wednesday 7th May Grade 5/6 Camp 

Tuesday 13th May School Photos 

Monday 9th June King’s Birthday Public Holiday 

Monday 16th – Friday 20th June Whole School Swimming 

Tuesday 1st & Wednesday 2nd 
July 

Parent Teacher Interviews PM 

Friday 4th July Last Day Term 2. 2.30pm Dismissal 

Term 3 

Monday 21st July First Day Term 3 

Monday 25th August Pupil Free Day 

Friday 19th September Last Day Term 3 2.30pm Dismissal 

Term 4 

Monday 6th October First Day Term 4 

Monday 3rd November Pupil Free Day. Report Writing Day. 

Tuesday 4th November Melbourne Cup Day Public Holiday 

Friday 19th December END OF YEAR 1.30pm Dismissal 

 



 



 



 

 



 

 



 


